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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ALEX 
PADILLA, a Senator from the State of 
California. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, who upholds us with 

Your might, keep our Senators sure-
footed as they travel through these 
challenging times. 

Lord, lead them safely over the 
treacherous heights they must some-
times move. Open their eyes that they 
may see glimpses of truth from Your 
Divine precepts that will illuminate 
their paths. 

Lord, remind them that victory 
comes from You, the God of our salva-
tion. Continue to use them as guard-
ians of freedom. 

Lord, we thank You for the life and 
legacy of former Vice President of the 
United States Walter Mondale. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 20, 2021. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable ALEX PADILLA, a Sen-
ator from the State of California, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. PADILLA thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

COVID–19 HATE CRIMES ACT— 
Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of S. 
937, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 937) to facilitate the expedited re-
view of COVID–19 hate crimes, and for other 
purposes. 

Pending: 
Schumer (for Hirono/Collins) Amendment 

No. 1445, of a perfecting nature. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

REMEMBERING WALTER FREDERICK MONDALE 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, last 

night, the country lost a giant of 
Democratic politics, a kind and revered 
public servant, a Vice President who 
reimagined the position and expanded 
Americans’ views of who could hold 
America’s highest offices. Walter Mon-
dale, known to friends and foes alike as 
‘‘Fritz,’’ died at the age of 93. 

As President Carter’s right-hand 
man, Fritz revolutionized the role of 
the Vice Presidency. There is an old 
yarn about two brothers: One went off 
to sea, and the other became Vice 
President. Neither was heard from 
again. That is not true of Walter Mon-
dale. 

Walter Mondale was an uncoopera-
tive subject for those Vice Presidential 
comedians. Not only was he often the 
last person in the room with the Presi-
dent when the tough decisions were 
made, but he became an unofficial am-
bassador for the administration. His re-
lationship with Prime Minister Begin 
of Israel helped paved the way for a 
peace treaty between Israel and Egypt 
at Camp David in 1978. 

In his ultimately unsuccessful run 
for the Presidency, Walter Mondale’s 
pick of my fellow New Yorker, the late 
Geraldine Ferraro, as Vice President 
was an early crack in the glass ceiling 
that our current Vice President, 
KAMALA HARRIS, would eventually 
shatter. 

Vice President Mondale will be re-
membered as a lion of progressive poli-
tics; an ardent defender of civil rights, 
aid to schoolchildren, childcare, 
healthcare, and consumer protections. 
Mondale once said: 

My whole life I worked on the idea that 
government can be an instrument for social 
progress. We need that progress. Fairness re-
quires it. 

Indeed, as Mondale said, we need gov-
ernment to make social progress. 

As we say goodbye to one of our 
country’s most decent public servants, 
let us follow in his example. 

MARIJUANA 
Mr. President, now on a much dif-

ferent subject, today is what you might 
call a very unofficial American holi-
day, 4/20. It is as appropriate a time as 
any to take a hard look at our laws 
that have overcriminalized the use of 
marijuana and put it on a par with her-
oin, LSD, and other narcotics that bear 
little or no resemblance in their effects 
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